
True Story About Lodi Planning 

 

Last month your President received an email from DGE Sherry Cotta urging him to 
attend a planning meeting being conducted by the Lodi City Council.  The meeting was 
a planning meeting and encouraged people to bring ideas about how to improve the 
city.   

 
Being a conscientious club member, the President responded and attempted to attend 
the meeting only to find city hall closed?  The President goes home talking to himself, “I 
need to read more carefully.  I got the date wrong.” 

The organizer of the meeting also invited interested parties to submit ideas to them.  So, 
the President sent an email with an attachment suggesting for the city to consider 
(appears on the last page) to the organizer. 

The next day PP Phil Lenser asks in an email if I am in Wisconsin?  So, I reply all no, I 
am in Lodi.  The next email in the chain references Lodi (Wisconsin).  Several emails 
then go back and forth, and the light goes on…this meeting was in Lodi, WI.  It appears 
that our DGE failed to read the notice correctly :-).  Which set off this hilarious chain of 
events. 

I do believe that the DGE should ring the bell at the next meeting for this egregious 
offense wasting the President’s valuable time.  If you agree join me in encouraging the 
DGE Sherry Cotta to ring the bell. 

  



Recommendations for City Planning 

 

Recommendation 

City of Lodi establish a liaison position to work with civic clubs. 

Discussion 

Lodi could take advantage of the many service clubs in the community by creating a 
position to liaison with the clubs.  This position could be an additional duty for someone 
in the city. 

Lodi has two Rotary clubs, two Lions clubs, a Kiwanis, Soroptimist and Veterans clubs. 
The clubs want to support the city and many already do support the city by helping with 
park services and other items.  However, the city has many rules and regulations that 
make it difficult for the clubs to help.  Over the years the clubs have made many 
contributions to the city but could do more if a process was set up to coordinate with the 
clubs.   

An example is the annual 4th of July Pancake breakfast at Lodi Lake.  Our Lodi Rotary 
club has helped the LOEL Senior Citizens Center, our Satellite club has purchased 
bicycles for the Salvation Army each and the Lions club has helped with renovations to 
the parks. 

The city could assist the clubs by providing or assisting with an electronic sign or static 
signs in strategic locations letting people know about the clubs, fundraisers and civic 
events.  The clubs are currently trying to develop a way to do this and have a committee 
devoted to researching and coming up with the most cost-effective way to accomplish 
this. 

The city currently does not have a central point of contact and does not offer any 
assistance.  Most clubs have a grant process they must follow to obtain funding for 
projects.  Thus, each club attempts to identify projects that they can carry out on their 
own.  There would be a savings in time and effort for clubs if there was city coordination 
for projects. 

Examples for considerations: Lodi could review its needs, create a list for clubs to 
consider bidding on either separately or together when the costs were prohibitive for 
one club. 

Sincerely 

 

Michael A. Hodge, President Elect 

Lodi Rotary Club 583, 916-300-2416, michaelhodge2000@comcast.net 


